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proved groundless, but Turkey continued to act with circumspection in-
sofar as Russia was concerned.1
Nadir, before leaving Daghistan, had sent envoys to Aljmad Pasha
demanding the surrender of Baghdad. The Pasha, on receiving this
message, sought to gain time by replying through his Kahya, Muhammad
Aqa, that he wished to maintain friendly relations with him, but that he
could not surrender Baghdad until the end of his term of office ; the
Sultan had appointed him, and he had to do his duty. He concluded
by asking for a respite.2
Muhammad Aqa delivered this message to Nadir at Sinandij ; the
Shah received it in good part, but dispatched several bodies of troops
to seize Samarra, £Klla, Najaf, Karbala, and other places in Mesopotamia.
At the same time, he appointed Qoja Khan Shaikhanlu, of the Chamish-
gazak tribe, commander of the forces that were to besiege Basra, and
ordered the Governors of Shirvan, I^awiza, Shushtar and Dizful and the
Arabs in those parts to co-operate with him.* The siege of Basra by
these forces will be described later in this chapter.
On the ist July, Nadir sent Nasrullah and the other princes to Hamadan.
He then gave the Mughal Ambassador leave to return, and handed to him
many gifts for the Emperor.
Since Nadir contemplated going in due course into winter quarters
in the neighbourhood of Baghdad, he gave instructions for quantities
of corn to be collected in the Shahrizur district for dispatch later to his
camp.4
There is some element of doubt respecting Nadir's movements at this
stage. It appears from Mirza Mahdi's official record that he, on leaving
Sinandij, marched back whence he had come as far as Merivan, and that
he then struck westwards and, after crossing the Turkish frontier near
Panjvin, entered the rich and fertile Shahrizur district*; this appears to
1 Stanhope AspinweH (who became Chargl d1 Affaires on Sir E. Fawkener's departure oa leave
from Constantinople in November, 1742) reported on the Sth/ioth July, 1743, that the
Turks dare not alarm Russia, " much less hold a stiff or threatening style with her, lest
She might be provoked to retaliate it upon them, in the end, by joining the Persians, an
Apprehension which has been long thought here more than chimerical" (S.P. 97, Vol.
XXXII).
' T.N., p. 239. Sulaiman Sa'igh states, in his TtfriKhit'l-Mmt&l (Cairo, 1923), p. 278, that
Ahmad Pasha resolved to adopt a cunning policy, and sent word to Nadir that he should
in the first place conquer Mosul and that he would, on Ms return, find the gates of Baghdad
open. According to von Hammer (Vol. XV, p. 57), Ahmad Pasha wrote to one of Nadir's
advisers that he had proposed to the Porte that two eminent lawyers should be appointed
to find a solution of the difficult question of the Ja'fari sect; if Ahmad Pasha actually
made any such proposal, he doubtless did so with the knowledge that it would be rejected;
all that he wished to do for the moment was to gain enough tune to gather in fee harvest
and accumulate stocks of provisions.
' T.N., p. 239.
• Tbid.
' Ibid.

